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Foreword 
  
We are deeply indebted to the Diocesan Stewardship Committee, and especially 
to Garfield Jacobs, Raynard Schovell and Hendrik Matseke, for the work that 

they have put into preparing this resource. 
  

The annual Stewardship Campaign has always been an attempt to squeeze a 
few more Rands from the pockets of our members.  This may be a very crude 
way to refer to an important focus in our ministry, but that is what it has 

become.  It has become a means to an end, a way of helping us reach a 
financial target.  And in the process, we have compromised the fundamental 
principle that Christian giving is a response to the fact that we have received. 

  
Earlier in the year, I asked Fr Jacobs and Mr Matseke to use the Stewardship 

campaign as an opportunity for discipleship that would lead to a deeper 
spirituality.  They have brought Fr Schovell on board, and between them, 
developed this remarkable resource.  I particularly like the way in which three 

sets of reflections moves from the personal to the group to the community.  On 
Sundays, when the community assembles for the weekly Eucharist, 

participating members would have been part of a focused study of Scripture 
and personal reflections on the same theme.  The Sunday Eucharist has the 
potential to become a celebration of the theme, because its participants will 

have reflected on the theme for the past week. 
  
The Sunday material carries the bare minimum. This allows clergy with the 

freedom to be creative in their choice of Collect/s, music, Eucharistic prayers, 
etc. 

  
I commend the use of this material for use in our Diocese in the hope that it 
will help us to grow into a space where we would freely dedicate ourselves anew 

to the God who has called us into being. 
  

God Bless 

+Allan   
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How to use this material:  

This course has been designed for use in the Diocese of Pretoria for their annual Dedication 

Campaign. It is to aid all the Churches in our Diocese in Christian Discipleship and generosity 

through a growing relationship with God. It has been drawn up by the Stewardship Committee 

of our Diocese and is recommended for use by all the Churches in our Diocese as their annual 

Dedicated Giving Campaign for 2017. 

It has three legs to it. First it gives us Readings and Themes for each week of the Campaign and 

some thoughts that could be used in sermon preparation. Secondly it gives us thoughts and 

resources for weekly Group Bible Studies. Lastly it gives us personal daily Bible readings with 

reflections. 

Our suggestion is that the Stewardship coordinators in the Parish under the guidance of the 

clergy get the leaders of the various groups (e.g. Mother’s Union, BMMG, Youth, House Groups 

etc.) in the congregation together and start training and getting them to know what is in this 

booklet. During the week of the 27th  August 2017, the first Bible study for week one will then 

take place so that the members are prepared to hear the first Sermon on Week one. The week 

following the Bible Study done will be for week 2 etc. Participants will need a Bible, note book 

and pen, An Anglican Prayer Book 1989, for use during these sessions. 

For the Personal Daily Readings: 

Find fifteen to thirty minutes when you can be quiet and undisturbed. Ideally it should be the 

same time each day. Perhaps before breakfast, or mid-morning, during a lunch break, or just 

before bed. The place may be your bedroom, the Church, or a quiet spot in your home or work 

place. 

You will need a Bible, as well as a Prayer Book, for further prayers. 

- Spend a short time relaxing you body and mind. You may find that you are helped to 

do this by sitting comfortably and breathing deeply and regularly for a minute or so. 

- Read the text  chosen for the day, making sure that you know the text which is before 

it and the text which follows it. 

- Take a certain thought from the passage, and make it the focus for your day. Allow its 

meaning to sink into your heart and mind. 

 - Conclude your quiet time with an appropriate prayer response. 

- You may find it helpful to write down in a book the thoughts that have come to you 

during this time of quiet. 
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Stewardship Themes for our Dedicated Giving 

Campaign 2017 

Week 1 – 03 September 2017 

Let God Lead: A guide for discernment 

1 Kings 19: 1 – 18   God in the small whisper of a voice 

Psalm 119: 105 – 112 God’s word a lamp to guide me 

Romans 8: 12 – 17  Live under the Guidance of the Spirit 

John 10: 1 – 10  My sheep hear my voice and follow me. 

This program is designed to help members find new ways to listen to God. Others will 

talk with a friend, spouse, or family member as they make their decision, trusting that 

other believers’ perspectives help guide them toward God’s voice. Still others will feel 

connected to God’s voice through public worship services and others through personal 

time with Scripture and prayer. Everyone is invited to prayerfully consider God’s leading 

as they decide their giving for the coming year.  We need to assist our people to make a 

concerted effort to hear the small still voice of God as he speaks to them and to respond 

in committing themselves to Him, to his Church and to His service. 

 

 

Week 2 – 10 September 2017 

Committed to Christ – Decisions at the Cross Roads  

1 Kings 18: 20 – 40  If the Lord is God worship Him. 

Psalm 37: 1 – 11  Seek your happiness in the Lord 

Romans 12: 1 – 8  Life in Christ’s service 

Matthew 4: 18 – 22  The call of the first disciples 

God has entrusted or committed a valuable deposit unto each believer that is to be 

guarded and protected, that is to be faithfully proclaimed, followed, or exercised, and 

that in turn is to be committed to others. Each believer is responsible to respond to 

God’s call by committing their heart, mind, body, and life to serve Him, to share the 

Gospel, and to be His ambassadors in this world. 
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Week 3– 17 September 2017 
 

Putting God first – Serving, Living and Giving  
 

Proverbs 3: 1 – 10  Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

Psalm 46   Be still and know that I am God 

Galatians 2: 15 – 21 It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me 

Matthew 6: 19 – 24  Cannot serve two masters 

 

It is common to hear people say, “God first, family second, work third.” But what 

does it really mean to put God first? What does it mean to “love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5)? If 

we are to actually follow this command, what would our lives look like? 

 

Think for a moment about the impossibility of this command and of the standard 

God sets for us. When we do not follow His commands, it is sin. And, if we’re 

honest, we know that there has never been a moment when any of us have 

completely followed this command. As believers, we all love God to some 

degree, but we never succeed in loving Him with all of our being at every 

moment, as the command suggests we should. In Jesus’ life, on the other hand, 

there was never a moment when He was not loving God with all of His being. 

The only way we can do what He did is to, in some sense, become completely 

like Him. 

 

 

 

Week 4 – 24 September 2017 

Dedication Sunday 

Courage to care – Six principles for caring 
 

Micah 6: 6 – 8  What the Lord requires 

Psalm 16   God takes care of his people 

Galatians 6: 1 – 10  Bear one another’s burdens 

John 13: 31 – 35  Love each other 

 

Emphasis is on Six Principles for Caring : 1)Those who care listen, 2)Those who care 

are non-judgmental, 3)Those who care place no conditions,  4)Those who care do so 

without expectation of return,  5)Those who care do not seek recognition 6)Those who 

care discern the care that is needed. 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%206.5
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Diocese of Pretoria 
Stewardship Month 2017 

 

Tools to aid in Christian discipleship & generosity  
through a growing relationship with God. 

 

Bible Study Material 
 

Week 1 (27 August ð 02 September)  
Let God Lead: A Guide for Discernment. 

 

Prayer 

Lord make still all the voices in my heart but yours and help me to hear you more 

clearly. Amen. 

 

Reading 

John 10: 1 – 10. 

 

Reflection 

ü How do you feel when someone important remembers your name? 

ü Do you easily remember other people’s name? 

ü Jesus said that the shepherd calls his own sheep by name (v.3). Would you say 

that Jesus is your shepherd? Why / Why not? 

ü How does someone become part of the flock of Jesus? 

ü “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go 

out, and find pasture” (v. 9). What do you think Jesus meant with this verse? How 

can we enter through Jesus? 

ü “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full” (v. 10b). Would you 

say that you have “life to the full”? Why / Why not? 

 

Jesus wants us to allow Him to be our shepherd. With Jesus as our shepherd we find 

safety, provisions and direction. If you want Jesus to be your shepherd then all you 

have to do is ask Him. Simply pray; “Lord Jesus, please be my shepherd. Amen” Let us 

not forget that Jesus said “Ask and it will be given to you… how much more will your 

Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him! (Matthew 7: 7a & 11b). 

 

ü “… the sheep listen to his voice” (v. 3). What does it mean to listen to the voice of 

another person or Jesus? 

ü “… His sheep follow Him”. What does it mean to follow Jesus? 
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Consider 

ü Can you listen and not obey? 

ü Can you follow and not go where you are being led? 

ü Are you listening to and following Jesus? 

 

Memory verse 

John 10: 9 “I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in 

and go out, and find pasture.” 

 

John 10: 10 “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they 

may have life, and have it to the full.” 

 

John 10: 4 “When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

 

Action 

ü Find some time during the day and quietly consider whether you are really 

following God. What are you hearing God saying to you? 

 

Prayer reflection 

 

Find rest my soul 
In Christ alone 

Know His power 
In quietness and trust 

 
When the oceans rise and thunders roar 

I will soar with you above the storm 
Father, You are King over the flood 
I will be still and know You are God 

(from Hillsongs – Still) 

 

Lord help me to rest in you. Lord help me to hear you and to walk in humble obedience 

with you. Amen. 
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Week 2 (03 September ð 09 September) 
Committed to Christ ð Decisions at the Cross Roads 

 

Prayer 

Lord, cleanse my heart and my mind, and help me to listen and hear you speaking to 

me.   Amen 

 

Reading 

Matthew 4: 18 – 22  

 

Reflection 

ü Have you ever followed someone (played follow the leader) or driven in convoy 

or danced in a conga-line? How was this experience? What was challenging 

about this experience? 

ü Jesus called Simon and Andrew to follow Him. What did they have to leave 

behind when they chose to follow Jesus? 

ü Why did they choose to follow Jesus? 

ü James and John also chose to follow Jesus. What were they leaving behind? 

ü Why were James and John willing to follow Jesus? 

ü You are called to follow Jesus. What will you have to leave behind? Are you 

willing to make the sacrifice? 

 

The greek word akoloutheǾ is translated as follow in the New Testament. This word can 

also mean accompany and assist. “If we understand that akoloutheǾ can have the 

meanings of “accompany” and “assist”, as well as “follow”, we can see that when Jesus 

was calling people to follow him he wasn’t just saying “tag along behind me”. He didn’t 

want people to just listen and believe in him from a distance. Jesus was inviting people 

to come close, to join him, and even help him with his mission. He wanted people to be 

vitally engaged and involved with him in both learning and doing the work of the gospel.” 

(newlife.id.au/a-look-at-the-word-follow- akoloutheǾ) There is nothing passive about 

being a true follower of Jesus Christ. 

 

ü Are you a follower of Jesus? How are you “vitally engaged and involved with Him 

in both learning and doing the work of the gospel”? 

ü What do you think Jesus meant when He said; “I will make you fishers of men”? 

ü Are you a “fisher of men”? 

ü How can we become more effective “fishers of men”? 

ü Why do you think so many believers are not “fishers of men”? 

 

 

 

 

 



11 
 

In the Service of Confirmation in An Anglican Prayer Book 1989 (p.390) it is stated  

ñOur Lord Jesus Christ gave himself to death on the cross and was raised again for the salvation 

of humankind. 
 

Baptism is the sacrament in which, by repentance and faith, we enter into this salvation: we are 

united with Christ in his death; we are granted the forgiveness of sins; we are made members of 

his Body and we are raised with him to new life in the Spirit. 
 

In Confirmation we come to be filled, through the laying on of hands, with the power of the 

Spirit for worship, witness and serviceé You, who are to be confirmed, must renew the vows of 

your baptisméò 

ü Have you made the decision to choose Jesus as your Saviour? Have you 

accepted His forgiveness? Have you chosen to follow Him? 

ü Are you willing to share the truths about Jesus with others? 
 

Consider 

“Come follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4: 19) 
 

Are you willing to follow Jesus?  

Are you willing to accompany (walk with) Jesus? 

Are you willing to assist (work with) Jesus? 

Are you willing to “fish for men”? 
 

Memory verse 

“Come follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers of men.” (Matthew 4: 19) 
 

Action 
Commit yourself to the Christian lifestyle as given in An Anglican Prayer Book 1989 (p434): 

ñTo this end your lifestyle as a Christian should include these responses to Godôs love for you: 

To 

V Come to God in personal prayer every day. 

V Read the Bible daily. 

V Receive Holy Communion frequently and in expectant faith. 

V Follow the example of Jesus in daily life. 

V Speak openly about Jesus, as the Lord whom you know. 

V Work for justice and reconciliation. 

V Uphold Christian standards in marriage. 

V Bring up children to love and serve the Lord. 

V Give money for Godôs work and consider the claims of tithing. 

V Give personal service to the Church and to your neighbour. 

V Let your life be marked with self-denial and simplicity.ò 
 

Prayer 
Loving God, you call me to follow, accompany and assist you. Help me to after counting the cost 

to commit myself to you whole-heartedly.  Amen. 
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Week 3 (10 September ð 16 September) 
Putting God first ð Serving, Living and Giving 

 

Prayer 

Lord, you hold the future, please control this time I am spending with you and speak to 

me, in Jesus’ name. Amen 
 

Reading 

Matthew 6: 19 – 24 
 

Reflection 

ü Have you ever been robbed, suffered a burglary or high-jacked? How did this 

make you feel? Why? 

ü What action would / did you take after any of the above experiences? Why? 

ü What do you think Jesus meant when He said “Where your treasure is, there 

your heart will also be”? 

ü What do you regard as your treasure? 

ü What do you think is meant by “…store up for yourselves treasures in heaven”? 

ü How can we store up treasures in heaven? 

ü Why do you think Jesus said that “you cannot serve both God and money”? How 

can we determine who we really serve? 

 

It is common to hear people say, “God first, family second, work third.” But what does it 

really mean to put God first? What does it mean to “love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, all your soul, and all your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5)? If we are to actually 

follow this command, what would our lives look like? 

 

Consider 

“Don’t tell me what you value, show me your budget (or what you spend your money 

on), and I’ll tell you what you value.”      Joe Biden – www.goodreads.com/quotes/ 
 

What do you spend most of your money on? Why? 
 

 

“No one can serve two masters…” (Matthew 6: 24a) 
  

Who are you serving? 

 

Memory verse 

“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” 

Matthew 6: 24. 

 

Prayer 

Lord, help me to get my life in order, please. Amen 

http://www.goodreads.com/quotes/
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Week 4 (17 September ð 23 September) 
Courage to care 

 

Prayer 

Lord, you have called me to be yours. Help me to be more and more like Jesus. Speak 

to me and help me to listen and live your words. Amen 

 

Reading 

John 13: 31 – 35  

 

Reflection 

ü How do you show love to your family and friends? How do you want others to 

show love to you? 

ü Someone once said that love is a doing word. What do you think of that? 

ü In Matthew 9: 36 we read that when Jesus saw the crowds he had compassion 

on them. How did Jesus show his compassion? 

ü Rick Warren argues that “Discipleship is all about growing up to be like Jesus” 

(www.pastors.com). How do you show God’s love to other believers? How do 

you show God’s love to other people? 

ü Jesus said that we should love one another as he loved us. His love for us led 

Him to bled and die on Calvary. Are you willing to lay down your life for your 

Christian brothers or sisters? What about the world? 

 

Consider 

The six principles of caring are: 

1. Those who care listen. 

2. Those who care are non-judgmental. 

3. Those who care place no conditions. 

4. Those who care do so without expectation of return. 

5. Those who care do not seek recognition. 

6. Those who care discern the care that is needed. 

 

Are you a caring person? 

Are we a caring church? Why / Why not? 

 

Memory verse 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love 

one another.”    John 13: 34 

 

Prayer 

Lord, help me to become more like you. Amen. 

  

 

http://www.pastors.com/


14 
 

Diocese of Pretoria 
Stewardship Month 2017 

 

Tools to aid in Christian discipleship & generosity  
through a growing relationship with God. 

 

Daily Reflections 

Week 1  
Let God Lead: A Guide for Discernment. 

 

Monday ð 28 August 2017 
1 Kings 19: 1 – 2 

Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with 

the sword. So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, ñMay the gods deal with me, be it ever 

so severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.ò 

¶ Elijah was a prophet of God and he did what God wanted him to do. 

¶ However he experienced opposition from Jezebel 

¶ As you walk with God know that you may also experience opposition from 

different quarters (i.e. government, the church, family, etc.) 

¶ How do you respond when you experience opposition or challenges? 

¶ Notice Psalm 119: 105 – “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” 

Prayer: Lord amidst the opposition and challenges I face help me to focus on You 

and Your Word. Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday ð 29 August 2017 
1 Kings 19: 3 – 4 

Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant 

there, while he himself went a dayôs journey into the desert. He came to a broom tree, sat down 

under it and prayed that he might die. ñI have had enough, LORD,ò he said. ñTake my life; I am 

no better than my ancestors.ò 

¶ When Elijah considered his situation, the threat on his life, he was afraid and he 

ran away. 

¶ Elijah chose to be alone and in this state he cried to God. 

¶ Elijah made his true feelings known to God. He told God that he felt alone, that 

he had he’d be better off dead. I can imagine him crying his heart out as he 

prayed. 

¶ How honest are you with God in your prayers? How honest are you with God 

about your true feelings? 

¶ God is big enough to deal with our doubts, fears, real feelings and He loves you 

so much that He wants you to be honest with Him. 
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Prayer: Lord God, you know everything about me and still you love me. Help me 

to be honest with you and to share my true feelings with you. Amen  

 

 

Wednesday ð 30 August 2017 
1 Kings 19: 5 – 6  

Then he lay down under the tree and fell asleep. 

All at once an angel touched him and said, ñGet up and eat.ò He looked around and there by his 

head was a cake of bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then 

lay down again. 

¶ Elijah was physically and emotionally drained and he fell asleep. 

¶ God supplied Elijah with some food and He allowed Elijah to sleep some more. 

¶ God meets you at your point of need and He supplies you with what you need. 

¶ Are you willing to take a break and rest? Even God rested, we are also meant to 

take a break and rest. 

Prayer: Lord, help me to manage the time I have so that I will not neglect resting 

and eating and listening to You. Amen. 

 

 

Thursday ð 31 August 2017 
1 Kings 19: 7 – 9a 

The angel of the Lord came back a second time and touched him and said, ñGet up and eat, for 

the journey is too much for you.ò So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he 

traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. There he went 

into a cave and spent the night. 

¶ Elijah was instructed to have more food and told that the journey he was on 

would be difficult. 

¶ Notice that Elijah was not left under the tree. Also notice that God did not grant 

Elijah’s request to die. 

¶ Even though you may feel like giving up, don’t… God supplied Elijah with the 

strength he needed to journey through the desert. God will supply you with the 

strength you need to journey through your desert too. Rest in God and trust Him. 

Prayer: Lord, even though I may feel like giving up, please help me to trust You 

and to continue to walk with You.  Amen. 
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Friday ð 01 September 2017 
1 Kings 19: 9b – 11a 

And the word of the LORD came to him: ñWhat are you doing here, Elijah?ò He replied, ñI have 

been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, 

broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, 

and now they are trying to kill me too.ò The Lord said, ñGo out and stand on the mountain in the 

presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.ò 

¶ Once again God meets with Elijah at the point where Elijah is. 

¶ Once again God gives Elijah an opportunity to state his case. And once again 

Elijah share his true feelings with God. 

¶ God does not turn His back on Elijah and God will not turn His back on you. 

¶ Are you willing to be honest with God? Are you willing to spend time with God in 

quiet and in prayer and Bible reading? 

Prayer: Lord thank you that you are willing to meet with me. Help me to like Elijah 

find quiet spaces to meet with you and help me to be honest with you. 

Amen. 

 

 

Saturday ð 02 September 2017 
1 Kings 19: 15 – 19a 

The LORD said to him, ñGo back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When 

you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. Also anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, 

and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. Jehu will put to 

death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elijah will put to death any who escape the 

sword of Jehu. Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel ï all whose knees have not bowed down to 

Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.ò So Elijah went from thereé 

¶ Elijah ran away and now God is sending him back with a mission. 

¶ Elijah felt alone but now God has identified 7 000 Israelites who have not 

worshipped Baal. 

¶ God has a bigger plan than we can ever imagine and He wants to use you to 

fulfill His plan. Are you willing to be used by God? Are you willing to trust Him? 

¶ After meeting with God, Elijah went back the way he came. Elijah walk in 

obedience to God. 

¶ Are you willing to walk in obedience to God? 

Prayer: Lord, I want to trust you more. Even if I don’t know Your complete plan 

help me to walk in obedience to You. Amen. 
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Week 2 
Committed to Christ ð Decisions at the Cross Roads 

 

Monday ð 04 September 2017 
1 Kings 18: 21 

Elijah went before the people and said, ñHow long will you waver between two opinions? If the 

LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.ò But the people said nothing. 

ü Elijah placed before the Israelites the choice to serve God or Baal. 

ü God allows us the freedom of choice. 

ü The Israelites said nothing. 

ü Saying nothing is actually making a choice. They chose not to serve God. 

ü If you were faced with this choice how would you respond? 

Prayer: Faithful God, You have been faithful through the ages, help me to use 

wisely the freedom to choose. May I always choose You. Amen 

 

 

Tuesday ð 05 September 2017 
Romans 12: 1 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers (and sisters), in view of Godôs mercy, to offer your bodies as 

living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God ï which is your spiritual worship. 

ü Like Elijah, Paul puts a choice before the Roman church. He says; “offer your 

bodies… to God”. 

ü Are you willing to offer your body to God? 

ü We invest a lot of time, money and effort in maintaining our bodies. Paul argues 

that we should give it all to God. 

ü Are you willing to give it all away as a sacrifice to God? 

ü Once a sacrifice was offered to God, it was no longer the possession of the one 

who gave it. Are you willing to give your all to God? 

Prayer: Lord God, lovingly You offered your only Son for me so that I might be 

forgiven my sins and have life in You. May I follow Your example and offer 

my all to You.  Amen. 
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Wednesday ð 06 September 2017 
Romans 12: 1 

So hereôs what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life ï your 

sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life ï and place it before God as an 

offering. (The Message) 

ü In The Message version of the Bible, you are asked to offer your life, the things 

you get busy with, to God as an offering. 

ü Are you willing to do this? 

ü What do you think God’s reaction(s) would be if He walked with you every 

second of this day? Would He be pleased or displeased? 

Prayer: Father God, You see me every second of every day. Help me to offer 

everything I am and do to You. May my every step be pleasing to You. 

Amen. 

 

 

Thursday ð 07 September 2017 
Romans 12: 2 

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what Godôs will is ï his good, pleasing and 

perfect will. 

ü According to www.mirriamwebster.com “conform” means “to act in accordance 

with prevailing standards or customs”. 

ü Paul argues that you should not act according to the prevailing standards or 

customs of the world. God’s standards and customs should inform and govern 

your life. 

ü Are there things you are doing that is fine to the world but you think that God 

would not be pleased with what you are doing? 

ü Allow God to change your way of thinking and do that which will bring honour to 

God. 

Prayer: My Father, help me to do only those things that would please You. Forgive 

me for wanting to fit into this world and help me to remember that I am 

Yours.  Amen 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mirriamwebster.com/
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Friday ð 08 September 2017 
Romans 12: 3 

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 

you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgement, in accordance with the measure of 

faith God has given you. 

ü Paul realized that the position as apostle he held was not because of his own 

greatness or education or money but it was because of God’s grace. 

ü Grace is defined as unmerited favour. Paul did nothing to deserve God’s favour. 

Likewise you did nothing to deserve God’s favour. 

ü You are a child of God because God chose to share His grace with you. 

ü Let us remember who we are in God and walk humbly with Him. 

Prayer: Gracious God, You have chosen me to be Yours. Help me to remember 

who I am in You and help me to always humbly follow You. Amen 

 

 

 

Saturday ð 09 September 2017 
Romans 12: 4 – 5  

Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 

function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the 

others. 

ü Within society you are motivated to be independent and stand on your own two 

feet. 

ü However the body functions effectively if all its different parts work together. 

ü As a believer we form part of Christ’s body and every part of Christ body has a 

role to play so that the Body can function effectively. 

ü You have a role to play in the Church. Are you willing to rise to the challenge and 

get busy in the Church?  

Prayer: God of community, help me to realize my place in Your body and to 

perform my task within Your body to the best of my ability.  Amen 
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Week 3 
Putting God first ð Serving, Living and Giving 

 

Monday ð 11 September 2017 
Deuteronomy 6:5 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  

ü What does it mean to love God with your all? 

ü Is it possible to love God with your all? 

ü As believers we all love God to some degree, but we never succeed in loving 

Him with all our being at every moment, as the command suggests we should. 

ü In Jesus’ life, on the other hand, there was never a moment when He was not 

loving God with all of His being. 

ü The only way we can do what He did is to, in some sense, become completely 

like Him. 

Prayer: Lord, help me to become more and more like Jesus. Amen 

 

 

Tuesday ð 12 September 2017 
Psalm 46: 1 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  

ü What do you do when things go wrong? What is your default mode when troubles 

come? 

ü The Psalmist talks of God as “an ever-present help”. Even doctors will step out of 

the hospital room but God is ever-present. 

ü God is a hiding place and the source of strength. He is the present (ever-present) 

helper. 

ü Are you willing to hide in Him? 

ü Are you willing to strive to please Him even in times of trouble? 

Prayer: Ever-present Lord, help me to place my trust in You. Help me to be still 

and to know that You are God. Amen 
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Wednesday ð 13 September 2017 
Psalm 46: 10 – 11  

He says, ñBe still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 

in the earth.ò The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

ü It is good to remember who God is. The Psalmist reminds us that God will be 

exalted among the nations and God will be exalted in the earth. God is greater 

than all nations and all the earth! 

ü God is Almighty. ALMIGHTY!!! Nothing is mightier than God. 

ü The God of Jacob, who guided Jacob, who protected Joseph, who led the 

Israelites out of Egypt, divided the red sea, who brought Israel into the promised 

land, etc. is our stronghold/ our fortress/ our safe haven. 

ü This is the God whom you should trust. 

ü Are you willing to put God first? 

Prayer: Ever-present Lord, help me to place my trust in You. Help me to be still 

and to know that You are God. Amen 

 

 

Thursday ð 14 September 2017 
Proverbs 3: 5 – 6   

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 

ü How much do you trust God? How much do you rely on your own wisdom, 

strength or money? 

ü God is calling us to trust Him whole-heartedly. 

ü One definition for “submit” is “to defer to or consent to abide by the opinion or 

authority of another” (www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary) . Are you willing to 

abide by the authority of God? 

ü Notice the promise that if we trust God and submit to Him then He will make 

straight your paths. 

Prayer: Ever-present Lord, help me to place my trust in You. Help me to be still 

and to know that You are God. Amen 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary
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Friday ð 15 September 2017 
Galatians 2: 20  

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live 

in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

ü What do you think Paul meant when he said; “I no longer live”? 

ü What do you think Paul meant when he said; “Christ lives in me”? 

ü Whose will is more important those who have died or those who are alive? 

ü Could Paul be saying that because he is a believer doing what Christ expected 

from him was more important than what he wanted to do? 

ü How important is doing the will of God to you? 

ü Are your will crucified? Is Christ alive in you? 

Prayer: Ever-present Lord, help me to place my trust in You. Help me to be still 

and to know that You are God. Amen 

 

 

Saturday ð 16 September 2017 
Matthew 6: 24  

ñNo one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.ò 

ü Who is your master? Most of us will say that I am my own boss. How can you 

serve yourself and God?  

ü We are called to honestly assess our lives and answer the questions; “Is God 

really first in my life?” and “Do my actions show that He is first in my life?” 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to get my priorities sorted out according to Your 

will.  Amen. 
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Week 4 
Courage to care 

Monday ð 18 September 2017 
Micah 6: 6  

With what shall I come before the LORD and bow down before the exalted God? Shall I come 

before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
 

2 Samuel 24: 24  

But the king replied to Araunah, ñNo, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the 

LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.ò So David bought the threshing floor and 

the oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver for them. 

ü Ever wondered what you can bring into God’s presence that would be pleasing to 

Him?  

ü David felt strongly that he cannot offer God anything that cost him nothing. God 

doesn’t deserve the left-overs was David’s view. 

ü How many of us offer God what we had to spare? How many times we forget that 

God has given us His best and we are to offer Him our best? 

ü Everything in this world and beyond belongs to God, what can we bring Him as 

we enter His presence?  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to see and understand and to act wisely.  

 Amen. 

 

 

Tuesday ð 19 September 2017 
Micah 6: 8  

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act 

justly and love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

ü As Micah considers the question; “What can I bring to God?” he realized that it is 

not about what you have in your hands but how you live. 

ü God is expecting His followers to act justly, to love mercy and to humbly walk 

with Him. 

ü Are you doing this? 

ü Christianity is a lifestyle. As Christians we cannot turn a blind eye to injustice. We 

cannot be merciless and ignore the needs of the world. We need to speak up and 

actively pursue activities that calls for justice, mercy and love. 

Prayer: Father, help me to remember the example of Jesus as I face the 

challenges of each new day. Help me to live the Christian faith. 

Amen. 

 

Additional reading ï Psalm 15. 
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Wednesday ð 20 September 2017 
Galatians 6: 2  

Carry each otherôs burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

ü Paul instructed the believers in Galatia to “carry each other’s burdens”. How 

possible is this today? 

ü Why do some believers not share their challenges with the rest of the body of 

Christ? 

ü Are you willing to help your Christian brother or sister who might be facing 

challenges? 

ü Are you willing to share your challenges with your Christian brother or sister? 

And accept help from them? 

Prayer: Lord, You have called us into fellowship with You and with our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. Help me to be there for my brothers and sisters. Help 

me to accept help graciously when I need assistance. May Your love be 

seen in action among the members of Your Church. Amen. 

 

 

 

Thursday ð 21 September 2017 
Galatians 6: 7 – 8   

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please 

their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit 

will reap eternal life. 

ü “If I do it, what’s in it for me?” This is a question many people ask before 

committing themselves to do anything good. 

ü Some of us want to give and do what the Bible says just to receive blessings 

from God. Our view of God is almost like some kids see Santa Clause, if I’m 

good I’ll receive gifts at Christmas time. 

ü Our actions should be motivated by a longing to please the Spirit. 

ü If we strive to please the Spirit there is a reward – eternal life but there is no 

guarantee of a reward in 2017 or 2018….  

ü Are you sowing to please the flesh or the Spirit? 

Prayer: Lord, may I always strive to do that which pleases You. Amen. 
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Friday ð 22 September 2017 
Galatians 6: 9 – 10  

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 

give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who 

belong to the family of believers. 

ü 'The church is the only institution that exists primarily for the benefit of those who 

are not its members'  (www.freshexpressions.org.uk/)  

ü As a Church would you say that we are inward looking or outward looking? 

ü As a Church how are we doing good to those who are not members of our 

Church? Are we doing enough? 

ü How are you involve in doing good to believers and non-believers? 

ü The Church is described as a body with many parts and every part has a role 

within this body. All parts are called to care and do good. Are you an active 

member within this body?  

Prayer: Lord, help me to get my focus right. Amen. 

 

 

Consider the six principles for caring 

1. Those who care listen. 

2. Those who care are non-judgmental. 

3. Those who care place no conditions. 

4. Those who care do so without expectation of return. 

5. Those who care do not seek recognition. 

6. Those who care discern the care that is needed. 

 

 

Saturday ð 23 September 2017 
John 13: 34 

ñA new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.ò  

ü Love is a verb, a doing word. Love is seen in actions. 

ü Love is the action that will show the world that we are Jesus’ disciple. 

ü How do you and / or the Church live love in action? 

ü Jesus left us an example of love in action. Are we following His example?  

Prayer: Lord, help me to follow Jesus’ example of love. May others be drawn to 

You because of the love they see shining through my actions and those of 

the Church. In Jesus name. Amen. 
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Stewardship Prayers 
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